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iy woodhridge neighbors in eariier days

I purpose to mention certain of my Yoodbridge neighbors whe were
living sonme seventrufivé years ago, most of whom I personally knew.
i shall confine -wyself to those whoe lived on the- Baldwin Kcad on the ¢

west and nhe Johnson Boad on the east and those livinw on the Anso-' e

«~Road -
nia Road conn»cb;ng the roads last nctiored. xhe Johnson, 1n reaent
\__/,_p Hom 64 aatd e st Porr A
years so called, from the Suerman or darks corner to the erange

line 1s comparatively new. Ihe Y1d, Dogburn Road formerly~ran
about three-eights of a mile farther cast, under the shadow of Jobts
Rﬁzzfx;;tae to the New Haven line. ¥illiaw Hotchkiss and.my grand P
father gave the land for the new section some time bofore my grand-
father‘s death in 184~. But these men, in ¢iving the road, werefi_“

caught napping. In those days the state law required owners.nf lani

aﬁjoining a hiahaay to fence it, so the town turned back on tham and

required them to fence this land which uhey had given.'_ yy grand,f

father thought that was rubbing it ina ihe wallﬁthat he huilt»are still

'sbanding- I cannot conceive of any adranbage Lo these men. from the

. nav ‘road, and the land given by my grandfather was exce;lent- y;515} f

D

ggginninﬂ at the Orunge line on the Johnson Road the first hﬂnse i

\3@4%@@1« Sqmq{a pake Feb = farsdoon UsAbg

uas that £ Nathan P. Peck. e had a small farm, S0 coufg af'ford
to hire much help, and this kept him raiber closely confined. I
remember that onc day at a gathering about the Woodbridge church,-
when it cawme late afternoon be remarked, »i shall have Lo geo home
to milk; all oy lite i have had to get home to milk." But when i-
think of the fine family of children her raised T reel that it paid
to get home t¢ milk, :

Mre Peck was a good neighbor and was often at my home. de daérly_'

loved a joke, but I can think of a few instances in which hig jokes

1 , Z o
resuted in very real loss. I think he did what many other XNew England
boys have doney namely, married the local school teacher. 'zdn‘t

inow Mrs. feck well, but 1 think she was a woman with eﬁu-cation and
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refinement, and she belped her young neighbors with their lessons,
{2 -1
CecTs i
‘William F. neorgan lived at the next place above. Ly grandfather's

-;}Sym extended frow about half a wile easi of tiie VDerby town line to or

near the hew Maven line on the east. wWwhen he died in 1842 sewventy-six
acres was seét off to wy uncle Llias Clark f§ crm the east end. —There
were no buildings on it and he soomn exchanged it For a place mear his
old home, owned by David Campe. Camp built a house and set out iwo
Norway spruce trees, one each side of the house, both of which:stoaod
until. recenily. Une 15 still sianding with the top broken,

In 1856 Willjanm . &0;;;; bought the properiy. ne had.begun his

business life as a carpenbter, and was trained to accuracy apﬂ.methnd.

He said thmb when a young map be atiended church, and the minister

told some one he imew that thal young men was 1nterested in religxen :

" because 4o peid such strict attention- But he saia he heard not &

word, boc use his wind wes busy thinking out some probiem connected
with his Jorke lig next ran a milk routes A wman who lived near |
hkis road Lo town said that for }ears his team always crossed a cer-
tain bridge exactly at a cerdain hour after midnight. When he took
the furm ae foeliowed the same methodse lie was a progressive farmer
for his dajye tii; house was about 2 mile from my home, with the eold
farm road runningz beiween. e was often at cur house and we were

2t Lise He and my father exchanged toocls and did business together.

g was a great joker and excelleni story teller, and we children were

always glad to see him coming. e wade a success of the farming,
and sent Lis son Lo ¢ollege and gave his daughters a good education.

Le qidn't attend church in ¥Woodbridge, bau Curnisbed 2 horse and

S o S .\wc ,-L,\_agg

carriege for his family to attende. wrederlch G. sperry of Wocdbridge
is one of Lis grandsons. e died in 189l. Parson Willard of West-

viile conducted the fumnepral service, arnd L ecan almost recall some

ings he said. “eferring Lo the fact that he was not & church man,
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he said in substance, "we may net judge Freom this of his true charac-
ter. e may not analyze the heart, or take Lo pieces the soul to de=~
ferminetheir true nature." fﬂ - : ;J%Q
The nexi neigshbor abeve was Joln J. Lxecher, a s%éa&ygplng, uprisit
wen, as i believe. lie was the son of "Dz2acon Beecher" , and he and
is brother Wells, were both deacors of Lhe VWoodbridge churche. Kr.
porgan called him Jonnie B.
fhe next on the cogrner of ime @l%rroad was the Sherman homesiead,
later owned and occupied by mre &« gfé. Markse Silas Pefk and i tried
to establish the fact that Roger Sherman, signed of the “eclaraéion
off Independence, owned or lived on this place, buit we didn't succeed.

ied lie
We, however satisf: gurselves that owned o large adjoining tract, where

t%e Voodbridge Goly course now is. g lived in New Havem, In my
boyhood days thé widow Sherman and her son James lived on the Sher~
WAY GOrNer.e James was noet a very strong prop for his mother, and
she used tu take her troubles L0 M. Horgans bBe galled her Granny
Sherman. e enjoyed her quaint remarks and her interesting persenal-
itye. vne day the old lady felt sick, and thought she was about &o
die. She went te her bed and sent for bkr. ldorgan, He came and sat
with her for a while, and when he zet up to zo he said " now Granny
iff you die tonight you send me word.® ihe old lady was used to him -
apd took the joke, and they had a good leugh. togetber, wr. lorgn
went his way, and she soon returned to her housheold daties, fde 1ne
derstood her and knew what wmedicine 4o give ger.

un the next corner, where the forensen family now live, lived Cap'n
dndrew Clark. I don't reweﬁber hinie I thindk he was tle Ffather of

R enfQoad

Leonard Clark, who lived ¥M¥XIXwyex¥ on the Rirmons Falls furnpike,
about half a mile west off the tep of Long ﬂigg? i gggrggﬁd ad joined
that of my father's and we had a pright of way over lis land out past

is back doore. e was a Torceful man and able to cope with bhis npear

pelglibor, Yiliiam hotchkiss, of who we shall speak later. kp Charles
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Augur told of cne of their disagrecments, and I got him to tell the
same story in a sult in court.
fhe mext place was owned and occupied by "Deacon Beecher, whe was
succeeded by his som ¥Welisg siteady-going men, who were not given to
"making a noise on Lown meeting days®e.
4 1ittle above lived William e potchkisse wy uncle parried his
daughter, 80 tiat 4 heard gquite a litile aboutb hime ihey Callea
him Uncle 4ill, He was smuri,and he didn®i see why so many people
should be simple.‘ But likxe all swari pecple be sometimes put his
fovt into 1€, Ly futher szid Uncle Bill was the first victim ﬁe
could recall of the “iunco uame."  This was a game frequently play-
in wmy boyhood. Un Lhe south side of Chapel Sireeil, next east of
where sdalley's sbore now stands, stood the Uid Park House, it was
really an 2id éima tavern in bthe ¢itye. People from the suburbs énd
thie surrounding farms met there, noet only to tip their elbows, but
to do business together. There were sheds where they could leave théir
“horses and oxem while they went about the citye Uncle Bill was there
one days and bad his oxem wilh him. Me inew oxen and expected to
have the best. while iLhere he was approached by a couple of strang-
ers, who admired the oxen and talked of bufing then. This put Uﬁéle s
Biil into a husiness frame of wind. 2hey sooh disclosed some of
the features of a business enterprize, and uncle piil became inters
ested. It would be necessary for some one Lo put up one hundred
dollars (o carry the project through, alter which the poney would
éuma back to the one who Furnished ii. Uncle Bill put up the
~ bunpdred dollars. Seon aftér this he discoverad thet his new friends
had disappeared. Ther Le Enew they had hime ile had not only swallow-
ed Lhe bait, Wub the heeok and sinker as well, iis neighbors knew
thet Le didn't mind so much losing the hundred dollars, as he did te
have ithem know that he bLad beemn wade a feol of, :

another time Uncle bill lost out. Paniel Augur who lived on the
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lived on the corner of the Ansonia Road was an 9ld time butcher. ie

bought cattie of the farmers here and ihere, and bought of Uncle Bill.
Une evening uvncle Bill called om r. suguryand they "figured up their
»accounts and ar.dlgur paid Uncle bill a good sum of moneye  ‘hey put
in into his vest pocket and pinned up the top of the pocket, so that
the woney wouldn®t joggle out as he walled Lomee #hen he got home
the top of (L pocket was safely pinnpow, wul Lhe botlom was goneés iie
had worn & vest fhed had done duty tec long to be reliable. uf course
Uncle Lilli was up Letimes in the merning and searched the path through
ily but be iun'i find the meney. 4e suspected his neizhber who
lived between, and who always lied @l eye open Tor iLhe main chance,
but of course he couldn®®it accuse him.
un the next place 3??§€h§?%$ﬁ$ﬂn3£hgﬁﬁk’ uncle of the late S8ilas
Jo Pock,told we he and hisaWiT® who was alterwards called "Aunt Ade-
line, were :iiving in 1835, when h1§°§2§§13 father, Lphraim Baldwin,
8jed,and they itmsediat:ly woved Lo the dMaldwin homestead. in my
boyhood duys e pluce sivod idle® we ¢allied it the ¥Wren Flace.
It was allowed Lo depreciate for yeurs uniil arrold Aupur bought it
and repeired it, maiking a nice home of ile. J»WAm,éItjv/ﬁ(Gw‘*’

vl the curner of the ansonia Racd, as + have said, lived Maniel %‘{3‘

Chp
.
CP'_;L‘

{7;? Ue AUSUE sellore cue beefl frow Chricuge dhere was quite a large

: nusper of butchiers in and near sew Baven, who supplied the market.
Sowe of Lthem + promenbers HAogers rFlatt lived in a little house

where the riymouth church on Chapel sStreet now stands, and if 1
wistake not he had a siaughier on Lhe corner of ~dgewsed Avenue next
above. Trusan A1ling, after whom Wruman street was named, had one
where the Lte ¥grnard Cemetery now is. Williaw Bromson . had one
gher the “te Lawrence Yemebtery nos ise fie Lad a Purm as many of them
did in connedsbion with his wutchering business, amni L reéemexbeypy the

Faot oxen lying at euse on tihe hillsjde, wuiting their turnse Ehere

gere tuwo oif these slaughters on uy road two miles below.
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4+ asked ny fuiher bow these men nunnged thedr products before

. Lhe duys when ice was uscd. e sald tuey would butcher Lowards
night; and duping Lie pighi the ear would coel and weuld be put
wpon tu-sé merket Lhe next day, and Liaalbl which vas not impwedistely
consumed woald be put inbto brine. cuprned beel and pork were the

- staple artices oi d%ft in sew oXigdieial in onose dayse wven Parmers
who didn'i "put down their own weould buy in QUanLitye aire Lharles
Apur Lold we bis father had a perenpial vidder whigh he filled once
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a year for uncle ssa alling, whaé lived « wile ard o half below, and
sent him euch year 6 deliver . barrel of beefe  Une year when ke
arrived wi'i: the beel “hcie asa Lovld L3l he would not need it that
year for ke had a whole HLurrei ieft over rom the previous year.

In those days dpovers «oull stard thre-ugh the courntry with a
'herd, of cuttle, stopping Tor resl aml feeding where tlic occasion
o' ferade. a2kl alung Curpmers wuuld buy fros Lhese herds cattle %o
Lurn inte ihelr pasiures Lu Faiien for sioughter in the fall or eariy
wintor. sowetirs a drover wuuid oun o farm where he would pasture
and sell cub his stuek aaring dhe swauee. Jhe furn previously
menticned; ioruerly cswned by Cap¥sn andrew Viark was luter owned by
L HAMWOODd ahd Wsta o Lildls pﬁrgeaa.

But in wy duy dce waes used .. Llhids local bubtchering continued,.”
althousi Li & lesser exbent or svaue yuars ual'ter Lhe western deerl
was comin. ine - i Lkin& (Lo les. Snae ny Puiler .t‘:.tbt.‘gdcut.ble for
market svaus in Ll year 1331.. abunt the Lwrn of LLie century ny
uncle butciered a gair of fat oxen end put the meat on the benches
¢f his mecchant seon for Luwediuite gconswsipliong Ldut Lnmediately
cowpliinks bégan to comw in in abudlicnce” he nont was tee teughe
vhe e leure laumewied thai he bad lesi hi. dinber that daye <he
Loowd had cub rdPsled cuoiphe

Adurnin_ w@si on L aansinda sabd We pgass ohe end of the seecher
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Road, on which about 2 stone's throw from the corner, lived Uhcle
willis “perry, who was a cobbler amd also sold beobs and shoes from
his sbtore ip Westville in the buil&ing af terwards ussed for the post
offfice. when a small boy it was 2 happy day for me wien on some
merning in the early winber my Lather in making a trip o the city,
took me a lung t; be Titted e a mew pair of high-topped boetse if

perchance ih:@ bootls kad u gaitch of funcy leuther set in the top in

front, we were especially pleased-

we come next to the house of Colenel Jav1d Baldw1n i 7e) colonel

SV et Fodd

PBavid's hill, where «pr. Dinnjman’s new burn now stands.. he died

in the year i831. ﬁurlnc my day he didn*i do wmuch farming, in faect

we ¢children never sau i out GO0« Lut inp warm weather the front

door would stand open, and as the horseclipmbed the steep piteh in‘the
road in front wé could look throught the hall and see¢ him sitiing
at the norih windowe BOL for all this qudiel lilving or his part
ﬁe made money amdl glien he died left an estate of forty thousand
dgllars. ke had money to lend. in bhese days a man would often
ﬁay a bill by giving a note, and Lhe oue iLaking it would oftem dis-
count it Tor cashe ‘he celumel bought such noetese ‘his was calz
led shaving notes, and this practice was undoudiedly ile feorerunner
of tng present day holding cowpanies- 4 pote shaver was not peopular,
For it of'ten put him inte & position of uscendency over his nesgh- -
bors which tiey didn't like.

fhe eolonel of course lent money on nodese and incident to the
ipan he would require .. bonussy. which was not pleasing. A couple of

Orange young men whe had Laken up ihe buschering buSihabS neededsto
L

borrow from time to time Lo buy catile- <heir ¢redit was good and

the colcnel was guite willing to lend thewme tme off Li=m whe had

borrowed sent his brother with Sthe muney and te borrow it over again

for hinself. ihie coluonel was pleased Lo uake Lhe saocondi lean, but =4

said he would have t6 kave a livtie bonuse wiveiln seid the yound
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wan said, 'thefe will be no break in the intereste® *Hell™ said the
colonel, “have Lo have a litile bonus.* The young man paid the bonus
but went homwe displeased, and the hrothers never borrowed again of
she.eolonel. _ 136&*

The next house west was that of Augusius ¥, Baldwing son of the
colonel. Bobth house and barn were on the souih side of the read,
tut he moved his barn to the north and close Lo ihe road. lir. Balde
win was & frienaly men and liked to talk with Lis friends and neighe
DOrse he was aboul the age of wny father, and he would wander down
to owr place for a friendly chate v people thought he moved the.

barns 80 biet they would be close Lo Lhe road and he would have to
cross te them Lack und Ffourth, wiich would give lim an opportunity
Lo intercept i p:fssers and tulk with tlien. in jusitice, however, 1
ought to say thut ene of his yvunger neighbors gave the reaaonlfor
moﬁ,ng the barns tov be a pilan For the Futuce. During the life of
the colonel he kept ithe lami in his nome. (he land in front of his
son's house Lo which bthe barns were moved was very desirable to the
son, and by wmoving his barns o 1¢ he thought he night have a better
chance to have ic ses off in o him in ihe inheridtance that would
come at ihe death of his fatber. " -

Sillag Thake (abeuwe pado. )

#e couwe nexi Lo bhe howe of Lplrain baldwine. 1 think iiwere was
an @ld heouse thore which stood nexi iy tihe oid line between Milford
and New bavene Af 4 wnistake pot bhe Ansenia Lwad, beflore it was
straightened, wurned jusi souch off 1it. 4 Lhiink Hlhralm saldwin
- bought the proporiy of Colonel %%‘i‘jénhgahtmt eizhitcen hundred, and that
he took about ten years (o buiid 4ihe house now standing and owned by
_.g(?‘?sher. nre Baldiwin's wife was Laprtha dewton, of the celebrated
scwton family. hre Baldwin died whep 1itile past widdle lire,He wass
strgeken while ab lariford attending the legislature, ami the First

that his Pamily learned of hLis deuth wus when a spal of horses twrned

in at tie gate with the bady. re Baldvin acguired a most excellent
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reputation for wisdom, integrity and publiic generusiiy so that my
father, then a boy of nine, was so iﬁpréssed with it that he could tell
it to me many years .fierwards. He set up his son kewton, about
. 1520 on a farm the dweiling of which net stands on the Race Brook

Road 2 little ahu;e the corner of the =nsepia Raod and_now owned by
liirs. Beede+ He set up his daughter Martha on a farm the dwelling

of which now stands on the insonia Road on the hizh ground just east

“of the Wepawaug River, as I have said,aunt adeline and her husband,
éilas Jo feck, moved to this homesbdead where Lr. bBaldwin li#ed,#t

his death. Both husband and wife were strong characiers, so far

3 were possessed ;

-as 1 kKnow they Eonest and upright, but possexk the New England capacity
for looking out for their personal rights. One time Ar. Peck had :

5 . liotchkiss
sold a pair of oxen to “arran hedski«s in Westville for butchering.

ir. Hotckiss catgzht sight of wy féther and asked him to step on his
way home and ask ar. Peck to drive the oxen down.  4is be knocked
Aunt adeline came Lo the door. He Pegan to state his errand when
she turned to her husband %o ask, "sile ieck did you agree to drive
them oxen?" " Won't drive em a rode he said. After husband and
wife bad expressed their indignation a few monments and my father
got 2 chance Lo State the rest of Lis errarnd he said, wir Hotchkiss
said he would pay for the driving," “uh, well, that was different.®
Uncle Silas at one time had a large deg, which was inclined to
protect his master's interestis. ur. Mergan hated dogs but my Uncle
Eldias liked tlem, Both, however, in some way offended the old
dog, so much s0 that Uncle_silas said "worgan and 'liam will get biw
yet." iy Father teld of bturning the cormer fromw Hace Brook Road
in a2 very low sleigh, te cliwb the long hill leading tewards the
Yeck farme. *he dog wet him there andSgemed Zuch displeased about

the mabter. de barked furicusly and gnasibed his teeth, jumping

from one side of the sleigh to the other, and every woment he ex-

pected him o jump into the sleign

ke was afraid teo reach for





