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i:.ty woodbridge ne i ghbor s in earli e r (lays 

I purpose to mention cert~in oe rny ': oodbridge nei~~~ors wh o were 

living some seven~y-rive years ago , mos t or whom I per s onally kne w. 

l shall c onf'ine ::ryself" to ~ose w.bo l i ved on t ile lialdwi n noaa. on t he 
( 

, west and the Jot£D.son Road on t he eus t a n,t t hose living on the Ans~ · 
. r; Road 

nia Road connecting the roads l a st n~~i~ned. the Jolmson , in recent 
~~tt~ ~ V'.~ ~a..s+- .P.;.Uv'\-d:XG.;.. . 

yea rs so called, f"rom t he ~l1err.a.n or ~rks corner to t he Or ange · 

line is c ompar a tively new. 'l'he v l d. u ogburn ltoad :rormerly ran . 
about three- eights of a ~le · rarther east, under the shadow o~ J ob's 
~v~~- . -

uock, close to the Ne w .llaven l ine . Willia.m notcbkiss and iny gr&lld-

ra t her gaTe t be land for t he .nett sect i--on s ome time ooeore ·my -&T"and-
~ . 

f"ather • s. deat.h in 184 2 . But_ t hese men , in giving tbe road, were 

caught nappi:ng . In t i10s e days t he sta t e law required 

adJoining a h i gbi-Jay to :re ne e i t, s o t he t olrn ~urned· ba.ak on --~em and 

reiJuired t hew t o .fe nc e t h i s land which t hey had given. My grand- -

f"ath~r t hought t hat n s rubbi~ i :t in• ~·he ".1all.S that he built. are st:Ul. 

standing• I o.tnnot conceive or an;y: ~dvanta.ge t o t l1e se men .trom the 

new roa·d;-and the la~ g;l.ven by my ~an~a ther was excellent• 

\_ ~eginnin£; at -t he Or ange line on t he J ohns on Road the- first hou..c;e 
~"..\ 9-f • ..:;+-~ ~~ -:-- -b\r..s+ ·\v-- L.L~ft.~ .· nQt 

was that '6f' jlja t han . .f . Pe c k . ii~· .had a small farm, so could. ~f'ord 

to hire muc h he lp, and t h i s kept h io rather c losel y confined• I 

remember that one d&y a t a _gathering _about t he Woodbridge c hurch, 

·when i t c ruae late a:rternoon he remar ked , " 1. -shal l have t o go home 

to milk ; all t.:y lire l hav e had to get hol:le t o ~ilk •. • But when I 

think or the f 'i ne .ramily ot chi.l~en her r a ised "J: re~l t~ t 1 t paid 

t o get home t u milk . 

.Mr • Peck was a good neighbor and wa s often o.t rJ.y hone . he dearly 

loved a j oke , but I c a n think of' c:. .fe tr i nstances in ~rllich his jokes 
l 

r esutetl i n v ery rea.l l oss . I t h ink he d id wba t many o t her Ne w Engla~ 

boys h'"o.ve done 1 n-~~ely , l:t.trried Lhe loc al ac?.ool teacher . 

! . l i O ~i Mrs . peel~ ;;ell , "t.:.1t .1. t L1.nk s he ,';as a wot-:an with educ a t ion and 
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!"'ef'inemenL, and. sl.e helpe;..l her youn6 neic;hbors wi th their lessons . 
-\ ~!A-$..-;..._. 

Wi lliat: ~. ~or&an liveu a t the _next place above. ~y grandr~ther' s 

r rm exteHded f'roL about lm.lf' a !.lile east or t:a~~ !Jerby town line to or 
~ " i:' <'-~ 

""tef .. nea r the .he;t ilav t.;n line on tlJe east. \:hen be <.~ied in 18cl2 se~enty-s i....: 

acres was se t ot:f' to 1;;y uncle l..:l:i.as Clc.o.rk :?crw the en.st end. '.l'here 

wer e n o built..-..ings en it .:!D<l he soon excl1anged it for a place near his 

old .hooe , mmed by .l.iCilviJ. Camp. Caop bo.i.l t a house and. set out tw·o 

Norway s_r,ruce ·t:.•ees, one each s:ic!e cf' the house, both of' w~cb . s,t ood 

untiL r e cently. 011e is still s t.anc.ling witl"l the top broken,. 
f";._ 

In 1858 ~Yilli~~ 1•'·· Morgan bought the pl'"operty. lie had begun his 

business li.fe as ~ c a r pent e r, and wa.s trained. to accuracy and method. 

He said t~w.& •,h ... m a young :man he attendeU. church, and. t he min:i.ster 

told soce vne ito l.:ne ,s; t hat i.ha t y oung men was i nteres ted in religion 
l 

because !1, . r~4-ia' ~uch ::Jtrict ~t.te.ntion- .But he saiti. he heard not a 

word, b~c .u~e ldr; mind. W<.!.S busy tbinl!:i.ng out. . sone problem co~c ted 

With h i s .:vrko 11.e nex t ran a milk route·· A roan 'l'lbo l ived near 
.. 

h i s roaJ. 0o town said that for years his team a l"3ays crossed a cer-

ta.in b r i ,tg e exactly, at a cer·tain hour af'ter .llid.night. When he took 

the r~~r-• 1h~ f"o llowed the same methods • ~e was a progressive far~er 

!d.:; ~1ouse t1as about a mile f'rom my home , wi th the old 

.tle was o.f'ten at cur house and. we wer.e 

~e ~ncL •·*1 :rather exchn.nged tool s and d~d business together . 

tie was a gt•eat joker and excellent story teller, <lncl ;·;e c h ildren \fere 

always gl~~ to see him comi ng. He r..:rad.e a success of' the rarming, 

a nd seut ids son to col'lege and g.,lve his daughters a good educati on • 

.ue uidn 1 t at t end church .in \ood.bridge ~ but :!'urnis'Qed a horse and 
• - f -

...... .,..) C)..... •.J... .-~ C'" .,--:,• • ~ 

carr-iege i"or h i::> f'amily to attend. .l.'"red.eric.k u . ::;perry of' Woodbridge 

..1.S on~ U.l.. :,is gra.t1tlS G11S • l';...rson 11illa r d of' West-



he said. i11' suhst.ance, "we may not judge r~o.m Uais o'f' his true charac-

ter. \ie may no·fj analyze t he heart;-, Oil' take to pieces the soul to de-

terruin~their true nature.~ 

!!len, as l bGlielt.e. 

his brother Wells, ·cver•e botl1 c!eac(:ms o:f ~he Woodbr·idge church. f.!r. 

Horgan called him Jonuie .B. 

'!'be n uxt. on . t.9Je conner of• t.ue old r-oad was the !:>berman homestead, 
'"Ca. .r. ~ '"-

later owned and occupied by ur• ~ llrs. ~arks. 61las Peek and ~ trie~ 

to e.stablish the :tact .that Roger Sherman, signed of' the .Uecla:ration 

of' Independence, owned or lived on ·this place,. but we didntt succeed. 
i.cU. .he 

we, however satis:r: ourselves that owned a la-rge adjoining tract, where 

the Woodbridge _Gol:f cow:·se !WW i s .. i.l.e lived in New Haven. In my 
. 6 

boyhood days the WiJ.mll Sherman and ber son J ames lived on .ttre Sher-

nsan corner. Ja~es was not a ve~y strong prop ror his mother, and 

she used to take iter t.rovfbles to .M.r. Morgan. He called her G~anny 

Sherman. lie enjoyed her• f1~fk1llt remarks and. her interesting personal- • ~ 

ity. one day the old l ady l'elt sick, and thought she was about to 

die. She went tc he.r bed end ;..ent :for I>1r . !!.organ. ile eame and sat 

with her :for a w.hi.le, and when he got up to go he said " now tiranny 

i:f you die t.onight you send. rue word .. " 1'he old lad y was used. to him .-

and took t:he j oke, and they had a $Ood laugh :. together .. t..tr. Morgan 
' 

went his way j and she soon returned ·~o her hous bola. d mt:i.es. fle un-

ders tood her. and .knew what medicine to give ger. 

on the ne:xt corner, wher;:! the sorensen f'ailiily now live, lived Cap1 n _ .. 

..!lndrew Clark . I don• t remember him. 1 t l'aiJI"l.k be was the f'atber of 
~¢~ 

Leonard Clark, who lived ~~~~~ on the Rimmons ~alls £urnpike, 
C41Jen .Andrew 0 s 

about half a nsile west of' t.he top of Long Hill,. i-i~s lano~ adjoined 

t .but o.f my .fat.her' s and l1e had a right of' ·way over his land out past 

his rock door. he ~;as a :f'orce.ful man ~ntil. ~ -ble to cope wi tb his near 



( 4 ) 

.b.ugur t old o? {)ne of' their dis~greements, ~nd I. got !Ji.m to te11 ti.~c 

same story i n a suit i n cGurt • 

.i'h.e next p l ace was Oirned and oee upicd by "1Jeo.con Beecher~ who rJn.s 

succeeded by .hi s som Wells ; s~eady•gvilJ~ ruen, :..-!lo cere not t;iven to 

111making a noise on town %::e~ti11g days". 

· ~~ little above lived Wil.lian. .::; .. Hotchkiss. 

aau,:_;i'1ter , so t,i~.t J.. hec::.rd qu.it.e a littl e about hi.m. i:Itey Called 

h~ Uncle Li11. He was smart-and be didn1 t see uby so many people 

should be sil:lple. But like all s~rt people be some t imes put hi.s· 

.roo t into it. 

could recall of 'the "..uunco ttame ." T!J:is ;:.ras c. game :Prequently play-

i n my boyhood . \..'11 t..he south si..le of' CE:lapel str eet1 next east of' 

where bi.alley's sto:re now s tands, stood the Old ;;>ark House. lt was 

rea lly a n old time t avern ii! tLe city. J:'eople trom the suburbs and 

the surroundi..."lg .?arms me t there. not only to t i p their e lbows, but 

to do business together. 1'her.e- •.:ere sheds where tbey could leave thair 

horses and oxen while tbey went about ~he city. Uncle Bill was t here 

one dd.y·• anti had his oxen with hi.l::l. he lme'tt oxen and. e x pee ted to 

have the best .. 

ers. who admired ·the oxen and talked of buy ing them. This put uncle 3 

Bill ~to a busines s rrame or mind. ·.:hey soon disclosed some of: 

t.he .features oE a business ente:r.fll'"i.se~ a.tKi Uncl e bill became inter-

ested. .It. woul d be necessary tor some one to put up one hundred 

dollars to carry the 1}ro jeet through, a.rter wbieJl the :::1oney would 

ccm~ back to the one who rurnishe~ it. ~ncle Sill put up the 

hundred dollars. 

bad disappeared. 

Soon after this he d iscovered that his ne ~\' f'riends 

·r oon lle kner: t hey had h im· 

ed t!•e bait, but. t.he hook and s i rlker as well. 

.Ue bad not on:ly S\1allow

lti.s neighbors knew 

t!1~ t Le dian' t ~d.nd so l!lUC b l osi.l"'lg cha l,undrea dolla!"s, a s he d id to 

l1ave tl"em know t.lla t he had been made a :f'col of' . 

Another time uncle .t>:ill. l ost out, Vatlie l. Au;;ur who lived on tlte 
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lived on the corner of' t..ho Allsonia aon.d was un ol~ til:.le butc her . i,e 

bought eattle of' the .farmers here anJ. i.!tcre, .3.Dti bought of" Uncl~ .Uill . 

One evening ~ncle nill called on ~. nugur,and they 'fi0Ured up the~ 

, accounts and ~r .Augur pu..id. Uncle -bill ~ goo..l s wn or n:oney• "-'hey put 

in into h i.s vest. p veket. a.nd p~'"ll:•ed up the t OF o-r t.he pock.et , so that 

the money \1<mldn' t jv~~e out as he lll&.t.lked llome • W iieU he got hcmre 

vf' course 

Ur!cle .tiill was u~ 'betli::ie$ in the morning and searched the path t-nroug!J 

ily but be d.:i.J.n't t"ind. the money. ue suspected his neighbor ·ho 

lived between, and ;.rho a 1 1.'1.ays lac.td. c.r.l i eye open for t.ue m.a~., chance , 

but or com"s~ .he couldn't accuse him. 

un the n(.;:{t, ~l.:.tce aoove1 ~h:tneu.s .:.. . t•eck, uncle o:f the l ate Silas 
:ratner anfl. moth,~r, 

..; • Peck , told ,:..e he and lli.SAM-n who m.1s a:t"terwa.rds called •Atmt Ade
motheros 

line, r~ere J...ilfi.llg in 11!Sa5, ~v.hen his rit'e-'s :father., Ephraim ~ldvin, 

d i ed,and t hey is..>mecliat·:ly lliOVeJ. to tbe ltaldlvin homestead. lu my 

boyhood d....ys tua ,lil~ee st.ooJ. idle• U:e called it the Wren r!ace. 

!t ,-;e:1.s alh n;:·t.:: J. to ~tet~r~ci.at..., :for ye~ro unt:il 41"rold Au.snr bought it 

and rel?'-:ir"J it , l!l<!kit•<; a nice bome o.f H· o-_.IW\..y..~ ff~ 
/ vn th-e: ct..r.raer of too .:.!ol'lsou:ia 1\a.o.i, u.s J,. h!lt"e said, l i.ved Ua.niel 

\?!( C,.. Au~ur· . ....~ror~ ~he beef' f'row t.hicab.-, t .here uas QUite a large 

nuubtn • o.t· t;utchers in a.nc.J. nt!ar .l~ew 1!4ven, who suvplieU. tile ~rket. 

n ogers rlatt l:ived. :in a little house 

~.is t ake not. .he bad a sla ughter on tl.e cor.-ter of .!idgcwood. Avenue next 

a ·bove . ·.r:ruruan .£..1.ling~ af'tcr whom '.t'ruoa:n .:;tree t r1as naz:ted, had one 

William Bronson · _ bad one 
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~taple arc.i~~s oi' \.l.iet in ..,~~ . ·.t!'<.;,.i~t~ .. t .in ..; rH)~'-~ tlays . 

.Agur ~olJ. 44e hi~ ·-

wibt er • 

llt. t< 

£'~~ W•er h:ML a pct•i;:mPial o~ ·der, whi~l h~ .ri.llecl once 
f'O'S'S • IA.C.... ;~ ~ •,J ~ ~,)-(_ 

A.sa allir-1£;; ,~~ ·.n~ttt. .li~c,i ... .:uilu ~!10. Q i.m.lf' belu~f ~ <l-l'ld 

one year llen be 

.o.l ~ .. !aou~~j i,u :.t. li! . .;s u1• c.x :...e.a r& t .. u1· su1~tJ )' ';". 1 .. .s af· t.er t !tC ··•es tern beer 
ell 

~;as C•.:oiJi.n._ in "' .i 1.,nin l~ , :.v l•' ;,j t. ·~l. • • \! - ... .f"~. tl <~.c:r .f•,., tton Cattle f'Or 



n oad, on which about ;1. stone•s throw rroo the corner, live<l U:hcle 

Will5.s ~perry, who was a cobbler amd also sold boots .u1d. shoe s :f"rorn 

his store il'l riestville in the bu:i.ld.i.r.g <-t:ft.erwards used. tor the pos t 

of'f'ice . n'hen a small boy i.l.i was a ba11py day f'or .rue wben on some 

morning in the early wint.er ruy f·at.her :l.n muk:ing a trip to the c:i.ty,. 

perchance ~-~he boots bad u r)atch of r~ncy le;.;.t . .her set in t he top in 

front, we uere estJec ially pleased• 
l t\..~0. :..<.,..~...u,.U :!, ~ 

we come l'!ext to· the house or ~olenel David Jsaldwin on 
~to-t' 7 a~ ~ 

llavid 1 s hill, where .... r . Uinnima.n' s ner; barn no~ stands • . -

Colonel 

.lie died 

in t he year 18B1 • ouring my day he didn't do much farming; in ~act 
··-~ .. .. ... 

we children never saw biru out ~oors. l;ut in warm weather the :front 

· door would sta:mi open> and as the horse climbed t he steep pitcb in the 

road in f'ro.trt; w~ euuld look through~ t l1e hall and. see him sitting 

at tbe north ;vindow • But. .tor all ~his quiet l~ving on his part 

lle made money anu '".he n he died l e.ft an estate o.f .forty thousand 

~~ bad ~oney to l end . , !n "l~ose days a man would o~t.en · 

pay a bill by giv 1ng a note, ana t .he vl'£~ t...:;.l~i.ng it. would o.ften dis-

count it for cash· .L':his 1:ras ealz 

led shaving nQtes , and t his pract- .tce ~:as m&doud tedly t :he f"o:reruJmer -. 

of' tna present day hold.il'lg comp<J~.rii.es · a n o te shaver was n ot popular , 

ror j.t of"ten 1.-ut hiltl intv a "•osition of: u.sc~miency over his ne•gb-

loan he Wf.tttld re{"1uire ·L bonus,. whi c h -r:as rw c pleasing• .d. cou,le of 

Orange ym.mg men wlu; had taken up t he but c hering b usinass neededo to 
\.~ 

borrow from tLme to t £rue t o buy c a t t le · ..._·heir c redit. was good and 

the colcnel was quite willing to l c nJ. t hem• tme Gt t i :e.m who had 

s.a id ita; wou"ld have to bave a little oonus• " i'le 11" said the young 
·. 
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l:.l<!.n s.j,.id , •there will be no break in t.he i.at~rcst • • s;... i:d t he 

but went ho1ue displeased, and the brothers never bor!-or;ed at;,"nin of: 

tbc c ol.onel . 

J."ho next ho~o west \Y'4.4.S th .... t o.r _\u~stus 11 • .&ddwin, son or t .he 

colonel • noth h~usc and barn w~re on th~ suut.h side o.r t he rood, 

but he o oved Ids barn to t he north and close t o th~ road. 

win ~as & .friennly lUall and. lilred tv talk with his f'r:ie.nds arid neigh-

bors• .ue was about. t he age of' ~Jl rather, and he would ;yaJlder down 

to our plnee rvr a rrie~y cbat. 

barns so ·t..IJ<Lt tbey ttould be clo~c ~o the roa.d and be woul ba.ve to 

cross to them tack w.nd rourth1 \1HicH \}·ould t;ive hil:!'.l an q,pportunity 

to intercept ij.l: ti p~ssers <.u~J. t,u.lk wit.h th~I!.E. in just.iee. however, I 
I 

the colonel he kept t:•e land in his n~r-110 . 

'· 

son•s house t.o ;.(uich tbe barns ware :moved uoas ver7 desirable to th3 

son, and by l!!oving h is barns to it be tbou;;ht he mi.ght. have a better 

ch::rne e t o have it se t ot·:r in to hie i ll ~he inl1eritanee that. would 

str a i ghteneil, t-urned Just ~{)Uti: ot" i.t .. J. t l;inl.. ;::lbr~m .U.:.luw1n 
Alling 

bought thu property of' colonel 7l"1"1~ about. cit,;h t cen hurlured .. and that 

he tnok a bout ten ye£:.rs ;,.o build t}.t, house no;t s t.andi.ug and ormed by 
,A' ~'( ~ . 

rl":' lt'isher. · >.r. J:!ulU.win' s wif'e was ..:..at'"UJt.l. ;-.ewton* o.r the celebrated 
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reputation f'or wisd om, i n t.e grity a nti publ.:!.c gene r os i ty s o that 1ny 

f'a t.her, t hen a. boy of' nine~ <'<~ S so irupressed rdtb .it tha t he coul G. tel l 

it to me many year s .L.fterwards. be set up h is son ~ewton 1 a bout 

1 ~20 on a :farm tt;e dwe l1:i.ng ot... wb:i.c.h not stands on t he .it a c e Brook 

Road a little above the corner of' t he .;;.nsonia ftaod and nmr owned by 

hirs • .Beede• ue set u p his d"au gh ter Aiar"t~.ha on a t"ar m t he d rrel l :ing 

of' whic h n9w stands on the Allsonia noad on t lle !d,gh ground. just east 

of' t he Wepawaug Hiver. s s I have said, Au_~t Ade line a nd her husband, 

Silas J. J:J'eci~ , moved to this .bo:me s :bead where ~r . Baldwin lived , a t· 

his death• .Both husband and tvi.f'e were stron g c haracters , so f'ar 
, were possessed 

. as I know t hey bonest and. upright, but pn.~ t be New &'ngland capae;t.-ty 

:for look:ing out :ror t heir per~onal· righcs . one time J;.r . Peck had 
llotchKis., 

sold a 1)air of: oxe11 t o ~o~ arra.n .kt;-bek-:l~~ in ~1estvi.lle f'or butchering~ 

Alr• Hotckiss cau~l.t s i gh t of' lfiY :fa ther and aske d him to s t op on bis 

t:tay home and a sk .;ur .. .i:"eek to ftri.ve the oxen d olfll• . As be knocked 

Aunt Meli.."'le came to t he d oor• .tie pagan to s tate his erraild when 

she turned to her husband to ask, 11Sile i'""ecf.;. d i d y ou a gree to drive 

them oxen?" '' Won• t drive em a r odtt he s a i d · Arter husband and 

wife had expressed t heir indigna t i on a r ew moments a nd ruy f ather 

got a chance to s t ate t he rest or his e r-r a.r1d he said, "~·!r ltotchkiss 

sai.d he <\f"Ollld pay f'or the dri vin g., " "Oh , well ~ t ha:t was diff erent .. " 

uncle S.ila~ a-t one t ime had a l a r ge dog , which ~-:us incli n e d to 

protect his mas t e r 1 s i nte r es t s. i\..r ., u crgan b~ted d ogs but my Uncle 

.Both1 however, in some waY of't"ended t he old 

dog, s o much s o t hat. Uncle ~:ilas said "JUor gan and 1 l i a s will get bi& 

yet. It ~y r ather t oid or turning t he c orner rrom Hace Brook Road 

in a very low sleiGfl , t o clilnb t he l ong h:ill l eading towar ds t he 

.L.seck rarm. 4 h e do~. ruet llim there and~:eemed muc h disr,l ea.sed a bout 

t he matter . '-'e bar ke d f'ur•:iously and gna shed hi s tee t h , jumpi n g 

;:r-Jru one s i de of: t he sleigh to t!1e o t her , and ev ery mome nt he e x -

pected him to jump into t h e 
slei ..-..... . Jae '" &o ~ •. u s a.~.- raid t o rench f'or 




