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tbe w·hip to quicken the horse or to f"end o:ff t he. dog• He just .had 

to sit and take it. 

Tb~~; there came a day when the dog had disappeared, and .Mr. Morgan 

w~s accused of' h is ta~:ing of•£ •- When 1 r .. fu.organ came to his farm 

he · brought witb him a lmv-down milk wagon, something quite unusal 

for those days. lt was the :first 1 had ever seen• "e used it f'or 

a runabout. Some one said they saw h~ pass the reek Homestead in 

the night~ riding in tbis wagon, near the t~e when t he dog disappear­

ed·· · Air • Morgan sa:id, • I told them that i:f tbe dog was dead .I was 

g1ad1 but I hated to be called a fool· lf I was go~g _to do a ~eed 

in the dark i lfouldn1 t go in my old telltale milk wagon.• · 

· r• ,C)eek d ied _ in 1~751 but .Aunt Adeline lieved to about 1 908, I 

th.1nk 1 t..o; · the age of' nearly one hunclred. 

. ' . Going t~est, . on the ~or?er of: Race .iirook n oa d , bef'ore my- day . 
. '1"\0 '(-.~ >("-.. .,....., v w ~·~ 

· lived Linus ~echer. ~ bave beard my .ratberre~er · -to this corner 

as the »eecher eorner, but it was called the Button Ball corne~. 

~ery old and very large button·bal~ tree stood there .ror many yea~s . · 
· f"<:'Rt> E'M't""'~~C.,·•~ 

The nex t was t he house of' Parsons ~ld.win • llot.e didn't e,ngage 1n 

extensive enterprises , but he saved money. He was a religious ' man. 

Tbe s tory is told how one night· arter attend~ng a meeting at the 

church he walked home. Ln tlle ~orning he looke~ or his horse, and 

then remenfbe!'•ed th.at h e le.:ft ·it at the church du.ring the night • 

As a small boy I attended meetings eond.ucted by tJ.r • J:ial dwin and 

t..l.erritt. ~oodr-uf'f' , who lived near. .i remel •• ber t.ba t one evening 

,. when Jur • Ba) dlvin was speaking itr . Woodruf".f c hecked him and asked h:tm 

to wait until the boys stopped laughing. 

In apart or this house liv ed ..r.~.r . baldwin's sister Aunt Sarah Ann. 

She was a wi~ow and also lost her only child, a son~ in the Civil 

tsar. A travvelling ~un fell into t he habit or stopping at ber 

place from tiwe to time ror dinner. some or the neighboring "house-

i'::i.ves- t.nou6nt this very improper , ano. they d iscussed the matter 



-
freely an~ orten. '.Che tJeople a t my borne, believing ~ ..rs • .t~unson to be 

a. very upright liO.tnan, thought her neit;hbors were v ery unreasonable . 

Ly aunt, wife or my Uncle Elia~ wns a goo4 c ook and a good ~enter-

tainer 11 • ·rhe ladies ot: Lower Woodbridg:e li·ked to gather there rrom 

tiru.e to time t ·Qr f'riendly v:tsi.ting. When a small ~YLt I was up tbere 

one arternoon playing w~th my c ousin. It was about the time or the 

talk about aunt. Sarah Ann .Munsort. 4 e s uggested that we step 

the .kitchen to hear • tlle_:i.r tong ues run" . 

- ~be next house · west now stands on_~be high ground just east or the 
"'< j:>.-.\ ~ v..> t.~s ' . , 

Y(epowaug Hiver. on this t:arm, I understand,Epf,Jra:if.J Baldvl;in set.-up 

his daughter Martha , who bad I!l3.rried. a Baldwin. lle die d young, 

Aunt Martha. was lett wi.th one son to 1uanage tbe :farm. Sbe got 

weary and troubled about t~e situat ion, and one day s.s liPs·,. . F inney 
.... 

tells the s ·e; or y:remarked t o 1\:o.r. ·.tucker ~ , It needs a .man ori· this rarm· • 

· ·" no you really mean it Iuartba?" he said. Not long a:!"ter Mr . Tucker 

came rid:i.rtg in wi.tb a man wno ttore a. tall hat, and drove a span of 
ill troduced 

horses.. Mr . ·rneker ~him ·ancl lef"t the 'two to get acquaited,. 

which th.ey did, so that iD due time Aunt Uartha became Alrs • Upson. 
side 

On tbe Oitposiite or the liartha UpsoL J::'lace was a fami.ly- of" the nawe 

of sto'l.2'e. 
the 

.. ~y sister r emembers plying with daughter, but. I haye 

recollec tion abottt t.he place . 
-r .~ . \--~ 
~ tfll'.. ~c;-

.L'he n ext p lace wt.ere .Nrs . ~l:ive .eerk .ins r1ow lives .... think was 

built by ~ills baldwin~ who became notorious as a ruover o~ buil~ings 

in !\ew uaven. ne 1vould mount the build:i.ngEt on great trucks, as I 

suppose ,- an .... t.h~m send out tc ~~oodbridge f''or a considerable number 

o:f oxen e:.o .h.i tch. on t o draw· t he build ing. 

0ut I rememLer about the oxen. 

1 n ever saw him operate 

We e orue n ow to t l:e river and t he :t>~ills that o:nce stGod there. I 

suppos~ t hese :mi.lls wer f'ir s t own-ad b;y .i.'ho>3a .s .Bald'liT i n • '.tl'tey were 
. 

burned about 1:795. J.' here was no i nsttr:.mce in t11ose days ,. and SGI!le 

ef':fort ~J"a.s !:~..~.de t o r a ise meny by sul,scri!ition to r e build. t he mills, 
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but wi "t;hout much success. There wa s . no in~urance in t11ose days 

and the loss was severe. .[t meant mortgages, \?bicb il1 afte r years, 

when Uncle 'J.'ommi.e was too old or 
~ 

too t:eble to work. une of' his cle-

.scendants told me that in a:fter years Ambrose tiine used to come to 

collect on tbe mortgage , end a:fter he was gtme the wi:f'e would have a 
lose 

• good c rying spell , fearing that t.hey would all by :foreclvsure . But 

t .hey had .a son, who afterwards became t.he noted James J • .Bald.vin. lie 

was growing up, alld his mother • s tears stirred within biD: the ins tinc ts 
. 

• of'· manhood. Be re~is~ered a vow that that mort~ge would not be 

. forec losed. Be began a sustained ef"f'ort to pay it • such ma t .ters 

.. a s a.n eduea. t:ton we re made to wa:t t. such incidents as marriage were 

put off. His motto was •tbis one thing 1. do ." He pai d ~he mortgage, 

· and not only sd but he bad learned to e arn money, and to judiciously 

~uch or the land was covered with fine timber . 

~ · we~e put in order and the timber sawed and put on the market.. lie 

leared how to market ~t· Much wa~ s old in ~ew York City, which not . 

every country boy ot" those days would have t-elt able to accomplish~ 

Jie came to be called -.;ap 1 n Jim• ue bad a fund o£ nat ural wisdom. 

I suppose the author of' the .Book. ot' .Proverbs bad sucl1 men in mind 

when he wrote ~~he prudent man ~oreseeth the evil and bideth himselr; 

the siml>le pass on and are punished." l.n those days the trains and 

steamboats running between ~ew tiaven ana New York were infested wi tb 

gamblers, ~1ho rode back and :rorth f'leecing tile passengers. or course 

they got the run of" the ~a.p• n , ·anu when they .had their plans ready f'or 

h:im, tl.~ey approached him and :invit ed him to play at cards. ttNo 11 he 
I 

s a i d be didn1 y know how." ·.t'hey sa:i.d they would teach h im• "No• he 

said he guessed. he wouldn't learn. lh~ knew., or course, that if' be 

~earned to play there might come a time \'lhen be would wade in beyond · 

his lleptll. 
. 

tiL course the lUIDber business involved. the cut t i ng and 
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cartin;; of" wood and the delivery of lmnber, ana i'or these purposes 

tl~e Cap' n employed several men a.D£1 kept severa l ox teams. une ot' ll:is 

helpers was ay:pun;g lrisbman, keen as a brier and given to ruucb rough 

J..rish wit • some o£ the jokes he cracked mi~1t seem rather irreverent 

i£ put in'OO print. ~ut be seemed ruuch devoted to his employer 1 s 

interests • Carting by ox teams was slow and tedious work· When 

. travelling towards the c:i.ty it reqUired bali' an hour tor a loaded 

team to start from the mill and reach the top of Cabbage hill where 

Silas ~eck lived. The team must strugle up over each tbank~you-

wa•n~, and then stop to breath a few moments be~ore taking the next 

pitch. --;. A • M \t.c)t.. 
l'he Cap'n ran both a grist mill and a saw mill• His mill pond 

was large, ana w~en empty required sowe hours to fill. On tbe L»erby 

' 1'urnpike, a mile and a bali' below, Willis Alling, Air. Wi.llis 1 as be 

was ealled,ran a grist mill, a saw mill and a woolen ~actory . His 

pond was small, and when the Cap•n shut off the water to f'ill his 

pond Lr. Willis was troubled. Moreover, hr. Willis employed help in 

the factory who expected to be kept eor~tantly employed. The Cap 1n·s 

work at the mills was more intermittent. botb of tbese men could be 

stearn1 ~nd ~r. Willis indulged ~ily in eider• 'tbere was frie tion 

about tbe water. ~earl sperry told of one occasion when Mr· Willis 

rode up on his horse to call on the Cap'n bu·t d:i.d not find bim at 

horue . .tie talked with the young Irishman about bringing suit• The 

Irishman advised him not to do that because Colonel .i%Lldwin, as he 

called him, was a very rich ~n. · • • 

ft! know t hat he is a r ich man•, 

i.;.r. \i'illis replied~ but r ride not :far behind bim." 

In my day the mills above were not used, except that I recember 

~oin~ once with my rather to visit the grist mill. nut t he dam 

ua s kept up anJ. tlle t~ater stored t o be dr.a\m on as occasion required 
. 

L o .f' ill • .:r . ~till is • s pond. ~o f'.ar back an 1 can remember t he Cc.p 'n 

nad swung into real estate aud the care of' h is inves t r.tents. "l'be land 

.cecords or both orange and Woodbridge shO\\" a great nwaber of' transactioJI.S. 

r 
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l'lle water of tbe m1.ll ,LtOnd was q ul._te a1m.llo~ in !.Jlaces • and tb.is at . 

ono t.ime was thought ~o attect the neighborhood. About 1~7U beg....n 

pe.ople of' Orange and. Wocdbridge surf'ered. .from it and ~ suppose eo did 

, otLer tu~11s i.Jl Southern New England. It was thought t,ha.t. the dJ.sec.se 

was lliore preveleht nesr shallow water. As l remembeP it was apt to 

eo:me on about every other d.aY• 

verdent. one man told me of an a~cack be bad wh~le. at work 1n the 

. flields several llli~e3 f'rom home • and his only way. of ~tting home ~s 

to lie down on llis be.ck 1n tbe ox cart. . and added to the pain be sur­

rered from tbis s~tuat~on ~as the extreme . mis~ary he sutrered when 

on tbe home tr:l.p tbe dri.Ter would crack his whip and. ~he oxe.n would 

No case or this dasease occurred a t my home, bat 

near the Cap • n' pond. l9AllY of' the ne:lgbix>rs were at"f'lic:ted. 

the disease :...~oved ott and bas never been back to any extent. 
was 

Silas ,i • .Peck and ~ d ec;id&d that theN at one tilue a hous~ 

on t.he sout(h side or the road undezo the bank a short distance west 

. or the kldwin homestead.,. but l haven• t inVestigated tbis question. 
/..o v P,~ 

Abner Baldwin lived. on the corner ot the.iialdwin Road. .i. d on't re-

member l1:im1 but ..1' tmderstand be was a. very worthy man. and. •a man ot 

r..a.rts •• In li.f$ daJ Samuel sperry bad married. JUs da.ugbter 1 and these 

IUWie the lllac their l1ome. 
Bcb p.cn~(~ .. $~ 

Abner S}leneer £aldwin, son o£ Abner, lived a lit.t!e bel ow in the 

bouse· s~ndi.nG on t he vest side o.t' tbe raodf. J. f:.h:!.nk that at one t ime 

the~e were t.~ro houses in front. l. t.hink fbeo}.,i lus .t\alti~ill a nd J1is 

son i.'li.ehar--J. lived in these' houses.· ..t'beopl.lus d~ed.ed iticbard tbe 
• tv. 
/.-0 41- ,.., ·~ 

l~nd and half tne house on &he corner above, where Abner lla.ldwi.n lived 
r l,_ 

' l a ter. .april 11, 17'74 1 so i.t would aptJear tbat"old.cr portion of' this 

h ouse no~ s t<lnd:i.n~ t.ilere was tllere in ~l7'7.4 :.1hen t!~i.s deed to Ric'h<.~rd 

Baldwin 
t; .... ::). give n• ~rch 12, 1757 ~brose ~1ine eonveyeo.t to .:.'beoplti.l us r1ve 

this was t.be same A:rlbrose uine who hel d the oort~t;e a~inst 
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~ldwin, which bis son James paid. 
J;:e 

~t a lso add here that .I f"ind a 

d.eed !"rom .iktrna.bas ~~ldwi.n to llis s on i!..'phrail:.i 7 d a t e(! .July '7 1 1791, 
~ 

of lo.nd tdth dwelling thereon knotm a s t he t;olonel Alling li'a rl!l_, bound-

e d south by Derby Uo.acl. west . .ti~.muel !'!ewto11 or on the l ine betl'reen , 
~ew .Uaven ~nd i.dl.ford as it :formerl y ran; north by 1uy mm l and and. 

extending so f'ar e a st. as to 111ake seven acres. 1 \fould say that t he 

l .. ert lluven to·wn line was shifted: a lo.ng ~!istance easterly when the 

·.ro~·n of' ·woodbridge was set ot'f .rror..; u i ll"o:rd a nd New Haven in 1784 • 

t~oing back :to the place where Abner S~e:ncer Bald wi..t"'l liv~d I ~lTould 

say that t he land was deeded :Ln 1741 without 1nent :i.o:n of a house~ 

but a house was mentioned j.n a conveyance of' t he property in 1747, 

so that tl1e bouse : :i:s uow subst£l.:ntia lly t;wo hundred years old. • 

.abou t a n ei~th of' a mile bclol'l , on t.he sarue s i de o:f the road 
" .. .J?,a.x v~ 

i: ... rintha and Hart BuldwiD liv0d , but tbe house was burned some ti.lc1e 

in t 1Je 1860 !:3 a n d .&. didn't know them. t.re orge Li t tle built sorue time 

in the 1S60s on the Ol>llosite s i de . lie was the .father or El 1uer E . 

Little . 

Ne:s:t below was tiavid hllL'I'lson. He was a good carpenter, but as 

o.ften llallr}~ns he didn • ·t always devot e b is skil l to his f'amily needs . 
are 

..;- I think t 1lur e still c hambers in h i.s h ous e t'l.w.t have never been "done 

ott•" :n~en I was a small boy .be came over one day a nd bu:il t over 

he ~uch loved to talk, a nd at 

'l'.ha t night 

l1e l.iold t i.~ owl s t cry. he said t b.a t w.ho:n !1e was a boy there was 
at nignt 

sic.kr!ess at his ho,.-e one day · a nd he wa s ~-ent on an errand d o\vn to 
r 

the JJerby '.;.'url1p ike to t he house of' Unclo . .r .. s e Spe.r'ry· .Ue did llis 

errand a n d started back . l'he r c wer e no hvnses alollg the road al1d 

be~vy til:lter adjoined t t.1e higlni~y. ·.!.'his timber wa!-. i nfested with 
I 

hoo t o·.1l:.:; • llm.• i ng lliY lii"e UHt i l l. wr;. s t~..-e:r.~.ty-f"our years old one 



• 

( 16 ) 

vn his return trip on his 

err~nd, ~ben be bad reacbed tbe d~ep woods th~ owls were holding ~ortb 

· in .full chorus. u.e bad never beard huot o~tls be :fore, and d .. idn • t 

l.:.now w!•a't they were or what 'they i.nten.J.eu t.o d.o • ue ~:id.n 1 t wai.t. 
. 

co learn, and. adopt.ed the only course or ue.rense he knew of, which was 

to start running, which he did to the very best or his ability. 

i:ears a:fter th.is time, when the :renee between our land and this 

. timber was apt to . become poor, our cotvs mig.~·t. get out into the tim-

ber, and ·then there was a mess. One evening tltis had occured. and 

a large black man and L wer~ lookirtg £or tbe cows. l'he time was 

well into the evening, although bright moonligbt,when we came to tlw 

ft}nce through the woods• As we stopped a moment to consider, di-

:rectly overnead. ~ an owl let out one shl•iek. we both knew hoot owls .. 

uut J. bad. never beard one give a s1ngle yell. A :fiend f'rom ·the .Pit 

couldn't bave let. out a. more uneart.hly scream• 

crack on wbicb tbe black man sat• 

1 .beard tbe rail 

o:n t.be OI>posi. te s1.de ot the r .oad from »avid i <unson was a house, 

but i tb~lk it was owned by Abner Spenser ~aldwin• and perhaps ~ented. 

on the east side a little below. a small house bas stood f'or more than 

a century• !''or ma..ny ye...:.rs it has been o1me~l by the "l'heodore Baldwin 

taruil.y. 
Ea..-••• a. :..._u ~ f:i cti.. ~,A. - f.s + c.<rd..v:....q 

£he last place to mention is tbat where l'heodore Baldwin l*lliwill ' 

lived. 
a 

Wben 1 r;as buy b.e l ived in an old.. house facing south on a 

lane rU!llting toward t he west. il;lto the .rorest.. Ln 1870, on the 

detatb or L:isther (~esther) be bought, out t .he hei:rs and .moved to tlle 
L_.:_ • c • 
\.""\L~" trc j( 

J..Mrge wll:ite bouse ~lOW sta.nd.:in$ on t.ha t.urn .in t.ire road • 

.i.'heodore • s JIW ther was a member or ~he Asa .t .. la t t t"aaily 1n o~ange. 

-..;a~ :family eo:nsifiered itsel.f quite . : a.~istecratic . .uut '.l'heodore , s f'a.t.her 

.e..:nd at t.h:.:. t t~e t he .Platt .fa.m:U.y had 

l 'heodore and .h.is mo t.har were left to take care of' 

a s best tb~y C{)ttld. liis mo ttwr•s t \vcli s:!..sters in the r 'latt 
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t .. a r;lily were absolutely unf'itted .ror sel~ .supvort. Tl1ey woul d call. 

upon their Woodbridge sigt.er and s he ""ould div h ie with tue£1 bur scanty 

~or~ovcr he ~as sturdy and sel~reli~nt. Uf' cour se not J.UUCh at&ention 

coula be ~~v~n to a~ueation, but in arter life bis natural abili~y ~n­

a ble•~ bilu i.o d.o · t h ings, a bou·~ wbi.ch sup,i;Osseu1.y bet. ter ri t t e d people 

would hesi~te. ~ben be carue to man's es~te bis attributes botb or 
body and mind . could be described by ~he term •ro:rce ~ . ne told. one 

story about i:.d.!ilself' \1/bieb sbowed that he bad a stront; body. 'the old 

barns used t o 'be l"~thet• erll:.upe(l f"ul"' a.dl:lltti.llg a l ood of' bay. JJesides 

there w.a.s usti..!.lly quite a blll!l}) when u se wheels or t.lle ca.rt t:Jassed over 

t he door sill. l:rl lw.yi.ng t~ t he sole s cf' lea t .her sboes were s~ 

it was t!;out;ld:. llaecs s .lry t,Q wbip up the oxen and go in wit b e. rush. 

uoi.ng tbis one day 1'.heodore sli.l>P6d and f"ell wi th his c he s t be.t"ore 

the ea rt wheel . .Ue sui.d b e expected t3 be k illed # and. q uite a wbi.le 

a:ft.~r too ·;rb.ec..:l baa gone over his chest he suppoed he wets d.e ad.. .aut 

he tbou~bt ~.bat beltJed hil·' .from being; c r ushed was tlw.t just ber ore 

tbe whetl ~truck la.il!l be ini"lated his lw1~-es with a deep brea t h . 

tle took a hand ill tbe ar.f'ail•s of' t,he tou.-n~ and perll:l1h:~ b e;1l d t he 

hail s u LU~h s~plus ,,mergy t hat. b~ uiU. a guod d.e a.l o.t ~.-ork away .rrol!l 

and action. auring his li..fe l:te added t o h i s ho.ac a.c r·es i nhe r i ted 

than any rJen .ir• t he tmm. he LolU. r;;c 1,..h .. 'l. t t 1e enjoye d t!:e game. It 

. 
i•is wir~ .ae:J :Uj z.:.:ith U cl .1.1!"~ ~a"-t 11~ b u.t .. J..C:.i tlJ.r ee or .bis .f"i.ve 
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vn t he day or his burial J a s J. Stood by the ·nier- there C<UlS in 

an elderly man, one. o~ his old aequintances • as he came rorward and 

· stopped t'o look down at t he r emains l heard him nmrnmr .. •.At res t . • 

His own lif'e bad }Jeen subject to t be mutations 'lfhieb Ol.re a!)t t o at­

tend lQng liE•· iie bad walked. in h1gb })l ae es, but_ at tbat time. he 

was tr.e.ad.3...n$ in losrl y pa tbs.. and knt1wi.r..g what b.is .fr i end :ln the co:r~in 

bad l*a..ssed through, b i :i natural wish f"or him ·was ~est• " 

Rdw~t·d L . Cl al'"k • 

. · 

.· 




