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the whip t0 quicken the horse or to fend off the doge ke just had

to sit and take it.

i

Then. there came a day when thé dog had disappeared, and ir. Morgan
wés accused of his taking off. When L. kergan came to his farm
* “he Trought witﬁ him a low-down milk wagon, something quite unusal
for those days. it was the first i bad ever seen- -“e used it for
a runabout. Some gne said they saw him pass the yeck Homestead in
the night, riding in this wagon, pear the time when the dng disappear-
Sleds - NP Morgan said, * I told them that if the dog was dead I was
glad, but I hated bo be called a fool. 1f I was going o do & deed
- in the dark + wouldn’t go in my old telltale milk wagon.®

Mr. Peck died in 1875, but Aunt Adeline lieved to about 1808, I
Vthink, ti'the age of nearly one hundred.
Going west, or the corner cf Race Brook Read, before my day

: e hesuse wow NW Lerng :
“lived Linus beecher. i have heard my fatherrefer to this corner; .
‘as the ®gecher Gorper, but it was ealled the Button Ball corner._,A |
rary 0ld and very large buttom- hal; tree stood there for many yeafs.

Ford EasT 82 Conlss

The next was the house of rarsons Baldwine e didn't engage in
extensive enterprises, but he saved money. e was a religious'ian.
The story is told how one night after attending a weeting at tﬁe
church he walked home. in the morning he looked of his horse, and ;
then remembered that he lef't it ab oche church during the night. i
As a small bey I attended meetings conducted by ur. Baldwin and
Merritt Woodruff, who lived near. L remewber that one evening
when *r- Baldwin was speaking urs Woodruff{ checked him and asked him
to wait until the boys stopped laughing.

in apart of this house lived wr. Baldwin'’s sister sunt Sarah Ann.
She was a wilow and also lost her only child, a sen, in the Civil
Har, A travvelling man fell into the habit of stopping at her
place from tiwe to time for dinner. scime of the neighboring house-

wives thoughc this very improper, and they discussed the matter
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freely and often. The pecple at my home, believing lirs. Lunson to be
.a very upright woman, thought her peighbors were very unreasonable.
Ly aunt, wiffe of mf Unecle Elidas, was a g;od cook and a good "enter-
tainer®-  the lédias_of Lower Yoodbridge 1iked to gather there from
. tine to time fug friendly visiting., “ben a small bBOoy. I w#s up there
one afternoon playing with my cousine. it was about Ehe time of the
talk about Aunt Sarah Ann Nunson. e suggrested that we step into
the kitchen to hear "their tongues run”.
: - The nexi hoyse,ﬁﬁft now stands on. bthe high groumd just east of the
VAprowaug RI:;r.aw;ﬁ this farm, £ understand,ﬂppraiu-Haldnin set-u@
his daughter umartha, who had mafriea a2 Baldwin. He died young, and-‘
Aunt Martha was left with one son to wmapage the farm. She got
'teary and troublea about the situwation, and one day as Nrs. Finney |
tells the bbury;remarked o kre. Tucker, « Lt needs a man nn this farn.”
" bo you reelly mean it martha?® he said. Not long after Mr. Iuckzr— -
“came riding in with a man who wore a tall hat, and drove a span nf :
introduced
horses. ur, Tocker -mivieed- him and left the two to get acquaited.
frhich they «id, so that in due time Aunt sartha becawe ¥rs. Upson.
un the ngoslteigf the lartha Upson Flace was a fawmily of the naue
of sStowe. wy sister remembers plying wigﬁ daughter, but L have neo

recollection abeut the place. . _ 4 3
Toan Yzoks -

o~

The mext place where urs. Ylive Perkins now lives * think was
built by wiils Paldwin, who became noioriocus as a mover of buildings
in New Havern. fie would mount the buildingd on great trucks, as I
sSupposes an. thesa send oui tc Wootdbridge Ffor a considerable nﬁmher
of oxen Lo hiteh on to draw the building. 1 never Qaw him operate
byt I pememter about the oxen.

Yo come now Lo the river apd the willis that once stcod theres I
suppos= these mills wer first owned by lhumas Baldwin. ZThey were
burned about 1795. ihere was no insurance in these days, and some

effort was wade o raise meny by subscriptivn to rebulld the mills,
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but without much success. There was no insurance in those days

andi the loss was severe. [t meant morigages, which in after years,
when Uncle fommie was too old or %oo feble to work. une of his de-
scendants vuld me that in after years Ambrose Line used to come o
colilect on the morigage, and after he wa§ sone the wif'e would have a
good crying spell, fearing that they wouigsgll by feoreclusure. But
they had.a son, who afterwards became the noted Jawes J. Baldwine.  He
was growing up, and his wother's tears stirred within him the instincts
of manhood. He regisﬁerbd a vow that that morigage woul& not ie

- foreclosed. He begaﬁ a sustained effort to pay it. Such matters

‘ as an education weremade to wait. Such incidenis as marriage were
lput off. His mottc was "this ome thing I do." He paid the mortgage,
and not only'sg but he had learned to earn money, and to judioiouély
Wss §t, kuch of the land was covered with fine timber. The mills
'iene pﬁb in oprder and the itinber sawed and put on the market. fe
leared how'to market it such was sold in Neé York €ity, which ﬁot l
'every country boy of those days would have felt able to accomplish.

He came to be called Cap'n Jime be had a2 Pund of natural wisdom.

I Suppose the author of the Book of Proverbs bad such men in mind

when he wrote "ihe prudenti man foresceth the evil and hideth himself
the simpie pass on and are punished.™ in thiose days the trains and
steamboats running between fNew Huven and Xew York were infested with
gambiers, who rode back and Torth fleecing the passengers. Of course
they got the run of the Vap'm, and when they had their plans ready for
him, they approached him and invited him to play at cards. "No® he
sald he didn'y kmow how."” They said they would teach hime "Now he
said he guessed he wouldn't learn. e knew, of couwrse, that if he
learned b0 play there might cowe a Lime when he would wade in be?ond-

hiis depth. uf course the Lumber business inveolved the cutiing and
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carting of wood and the delivery of luﬁher, ani for these purposes

© the Cap'n employea several men amd kept seversl ox teams. une of his
helpérs was ayoung Lrishman, keen as a hrier and given to nmuch rougk
ipish wits some of the jokes he cracked might seem rather irreverent
- if putinte print. but he seemed much devoted to his employer's
interests. Carting by ox teams was slow and tedious work. When

» travelling towards the city it required half an hour for a loaded

team to start from the mill and reach the top of Cabbage Hill where
Silas Peck lived. - The team must strugle up over each thank-you-

wa'ru, and then stop to breath a few moments before taking the next

- -~ ¢
oy L&

pitche. :
The Cap'n ran both a grist mill and a saw mille His mill pond

was large, and when empty required some bours to £ill. ©¢n the Yerby
Turnpike, a milie énd a half below, ¥Willis Alling, ikr, Willis, as he
was called, ran a grist wmill, a saw mill and a woelen factory. #His
pond was small, and when the Cap'n shut off the water to fill his
pond Lr, Willis was troubled.  lorevver, kr. Willis employed help in
the factory who expected te be kepl comstantly employed. idhe Cap'’n-‘s
work at the mills was more intermittent. both of these men could be
stedrn, and Mr. Willis indulged daily in cider. fhere was friction
about the water. rearl sSperry told of one cceasion when lir. Willis
roede un on his horse to call on the Cap'n but did not find him at
ficme . He talked with the young Irishman about bringing suit. The
 irishman advised him noé to de that bocause Colonel Yaldwin, as he
called him, was a vEry rich man.  "f know that he is a rich man”,
urs ¥illis replied, but I ride not far behind him.®

In my day the mills above were not used, except that I remember
sodng once with my father to visit the grist mill. But the dam
wvas kept ﬁp and the water stored to be drawn on as occasion required
Lo £A11 ipr. ¥illis's pond. so far buck an 1 can renember the éap'n
sad swung into real estate and the care of his investuments. 7he land

records of both Urange and Weodbridge show a great nwsber of transactions.
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The water of the mill pond was gquite shallow in places, and this at
one time wés thought o alffect the nelghborhood. About 1870 begun
an epidemic of Chills and fever, communly called "the shakes.® +he
people of Urange and Hoedhriﬁge suffered from it and 1 suppose so did
other towvns in Scuthern Kew Ingland. 1t was thought that the disease

. was wore prevelent nesr shallow wabter. As L remember 1t was apt to

come on about every otier day. iR A waé expremely painful and incon=
venient. une man told me of an atback he had while at work in the

. fields several miles from home, and his only way of getting home was

to 1lie down on his back in the ox cart, and added to the pain he suf=-
fered from this situatieon was the extreme miseary he suffered wﬂen
on the home trip the drtvar-rould erack his whip and the oxen would
s#ring forvard. No case of this dasease cocurred at my bowe, but
near the Cap'n'pond many of the meighburs were afflicted. #Finally
the disease moved off and has never been back to any extent.

S5ilas 4. FPock and 1 decided ithat the::sat one time & house

on the soubth side of the road under the bank a short distance west

‘of the lduin howestead,but I haven's 1nvestigated this guestion.

2y a“‘,,c,
Atner Baldwin lived on the corner of Lhedaldwin Road. i don*t ree-

member him, But i understand be was a very worilhy man, and ®"a man of
parts,.* in wy day Samumel Sperr? had married his daughter, and these

made the gluog tﬁezr Liome.
e SR {Keaon cs5200

Annor bpencar bdldwin, son of Abner, lived a litile below in the
bouse stgnd;hg on the west side of the racdt 4 think that at one time
thege vere iwo houses in front. i Lhink {heovpilus saldwin gnd his
son Wichard lived in these{hﬂﬁsesc :heog1lua deeded Hichard the
land and half the house on the vurner above, where a;;;; ha;zwin lived
later, 4pril 11, 1774, s0 it would appear thaiﬁSIder porticn of this
hauae now standing there was there in 774 fhan this deed te¢ Richard
Wais givoene saprch 12, 1737 Aubrose liine conveyeu to ;heopﬁgius %ﬁva

acres,; witih Louse and shiop, Iyin nexé gasi- of this corner traot.

Probably this was the sume Aumbrose kine whe held the morizpge against
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Baldwin, which his son James paid. ] Le%ealso add here that I find a
deed frowm Surnabas ¥zldwin to his son Sphraiu, dated July 7, 1791,
of land with dwelling thereon known as the Colenel &lling ¥arm, bound-
ed south by berby iead, west Sapmel Newton or on the line between
New Haven and ailford as it formerly ran; north by wy own land and
extending so far eust as to make seven acres. I would say that the
hew Haven town line was shifted a long distance casterly when the
fown of Woodbridge was set off fron unilferd and New Haven in 1784,
uoing back fo the place where abner Spencer Baldwin lived I weould
say that the land was deeded in 1741 without mention of a2 house,
buit a huuse was mentioned in a conveyance of the property im 1747,
so that the housé"is now substantially twe hundred wvears old.

about an e}gpth of a mile below, on the same side of the road
rarinégzuﬁgzagggz“Buldwin lived, but the house was burned some time
in the 18698 and + didn't lmouw them, veoprge Little built sowme time
in the 1360s on the opposite side. e was the father of Hlmser H.
Little. .

Next below was david Munson. He was a goed carpenier, but as
eften happuns he didn't always devote his skill to his family needs.
I think ti‘nerﬁ&r%tiﬂ chambers in his house that have never been “done
off-" yuen L was a small boy he came over one day and built over
twe batchwey leading t0 our cellar. he mnich loved to talk, and aﬁ
that tiwe ba staved to supper and untill late beditine. fhat might
he bold the oWl stery. e said that whoen he was a boy there was

at nignht
sickness at his howe ene day'and be was sont on an errand down to
the Yerby rurnpike to the house of Uncle sse Sperry’ he did his
ervand and started backe. ‘here were ne houses along the roaid and
heavy tinmker adjoined Lae highuay, this timber was infested with
© heot owls. SJuring wy lile unﬁil i was tweniy-four years old one

wizht socy vut of cur hueuse on w still night In swaser and Hear these
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birds ehngaged in their nightly haoting; un his return trip on his
errand, when he had reached the deep weods the owls were holding Porth
in full chorus. e had never heard heot owls before, and didn't
know whaﬁ Ly were of‘What they intended to do. ke didn't wait
to learn, and aﬂhpted tive only course of defense he knew of, which was
to start ranning, which he did to the very best of his akility.

igars af'ter this time, when the fence hetween our land and this
timber was apt to become poor, our cows might get out into the btime-
ber, and then there was a mess. One evening this had ocoured and
a large black man and L were looking for the cows. The time was
well inte the evening, although bright moonlighi,when we came to the
fence shrouszh the woodse As we stopped a mnoment to comsider, di-
rectly overncad:an owl let out one ahriek. We both knew hoot owls,
but i1 had never heard one give a single yell. 4 fiend from ‘he pit
couldn't kave let out e more unearihly screams 1 heard the rail

crack on which fthe black man sats

-

un the opposite side of the read frop Yavid unsch was a house,
but i think it was owned by Abner Spenser Mdaldwin, and perhaps rented.
un the eust side a little below a2 small bouse has stood for more than

a censurye For many yewrs it has been owned by the Theodore Baldwin

Fanily. . g By
Karpaaire Dalda - B Weleg
Lhe last place Lo mention is that where Theodore Baldwin Beddwin
a
lived. When 1 was buy hw lived im an old house facing south on a
lane running toward the west inteo the forest. in 1870, on thé

death of ssiher ﬂEesther) he bought out ihe heirs and moved to the

"
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jarge white kouse now standing on the turn in ti:e road.

‘heodore's meiher was a member of Lbe aAsa rlatt family im Grange.
‘oe famiily consicered itsell guite .aristecratic. but theodore,s father
diled when he was a were Loy. and at Lhat tiwe the Pladtt family had
becoine vanxrupb. Liweodore and his mother were left te take care of

thegselves as best they counld. bis mother's twd sisters in the rlatt
et | :‘;7 l’
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fandily were absolutely wni'itbed rér sell support. they would call
upon their kvedbridge sister and she would divide wiih them hur scanty
figard. this was discouraging Lo tie boy, but he steod by his mothere.
iorevver he #=as gturdy and selfrelient. uf course not uuch actention
could e _dven Lo adncation, but in afer life his nmatuwral abilisy ocn=-
. abled Lim Lo do -things, about which suppossedly better fitted people
wonld hesituteo. when he cawe to uan's esitate his atiributes boibh of
body and mind could be described by Lhe term “force®, ne told one
story about Lisself which showed that he had 2 sirong body. The old
barns used t¢ be rather crawmped Pur aduitting a iload of haye desides
there Was usuclly guite & bump when ithe wheels of the cart passed over
the door sili. 1in haying tise Lhe soles of leather shoes were sure
Lo get very siiéa}iery. vider Lie conditions at the arn wentioned
it was thouyght nocessary Lo whip up the oxen and go in with a ruashes
LDoing this one day Theodore slipped and fell wiih his chest before
the cart wheel. lie suidd he exXpected o be killed, and gquite a while
alter the whoel had gone over his chest he suppoed he was deade Hut
he thougut siat helyeq hi: frow being crushed was Lhet just before
the whedl struck Lilm he inflated his lunges with a deep breatli.

lie 00K a hand in the alTairs of L2 Lown, amd periaps held the
office of first selectuwan nmore than any viler uan. une Kepl plensy
¢f oXen and was ready I'or emergenciecs or Qifficult undertakings. lie
fhiad so such surplus energy diiat he did a goud dead of work away 'rom
fiis own furw, Bowme people'thaught Lim Loo energetic beth in speach
and action. ODuring his 1ife he added %o his howme acres inherited
from bhis fascher uniil at his death I suppose he ownedl more ucres
than any men in the Lown. e Lold me Lhat ne enjoyed ihe game. it
das like setting up a gtake «nd woerking towamis i, SOrrow came Lo
bidize inis wite Jdied in widdle iile and e buried three of his Pive

CLildrene sui 2 kepl stewddly obh, -dul wded ot Lie age of eiglity-Cosur.
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un the day of his burial, as & -sft-ood Ly the bier, there came in
an alﬁeriy man, one of hia_ old acqumm:ncesa 43 he came Forward and
stopped to look down at the remains 1 heard him murmiyr, "it rest.”
#is own life kad been subject Lo the mutations which are apt to ate
- tend 10ng life. . ne bad m_alked in high places, but at that time he
was treading in lowly paths, and knowing what his friend in the coffin
had passed through, his I-xatural wish for him was "rest."
Edward L. Clark.
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